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Driving in Washington State

Every State is a little different but this is how it is for most folks growing up in
Washington State.
Like many other countries, the most prevalent form of employment for all people in the
U.S. used to be farming. It helped shaped many aspects of American culture, including
driving. In the old days, kids were expected to help out on the farm during the
growing season. That’s why there is a three—month vacation from school in the summer.
That’s also why you can get your drivers license as early as 16 years old.
America has a lot of wide open spaces and it was essential to have a car for most
people. Whether it was to get groceries, farm supplies or transport goods, if you were
big enough to drive a vehicle, you did so to help your family. Eventually, a law was
made to only allow those older than 16 to drive. But even today, out in farm country,
kids younger than 16 drive.
Now days, city kids do not work on farms, but we can still get our license at 16. It
is a very important rite of passage for a teenager. Many who get licenses also get
their own car. I started driving when I was 10 or so, out on dirt roads. Then I got a
learners permit at 15 and a half. Then I got my license and my own car.
I drove everywhere in my car. I drove to school, to school sporting events, to the
store, to my friend s houses, and to the big city. I also went on long camping and
hiking adventures into the mountains and to the ocean. The most important place I
drove though, was to work. Gas wasn’ t free and I worked to pay for it, as well as for
anything else I wanted to buy or do.
After all that driving, I'm so happy to live in Nakaton because I almost never need to
drive. T can find almost everything I need right here in town! So now I walk, run or
ride my bike. I think it’s absolutely fantastic.

Jared F. Boasen
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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