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Some fun differences between America and Japan:

In Nakaton, garbage trucks play music box style music during collection. In America, garbage trucks don't play any
music at all. However, ice-cream trucks do. They play very similar music as they drive through the community to
entice people to come out and buy something. So, imagine my surprise when | first came to Nakaton and heard the
music-box music and rushed outside to buy ice-cream, only to find a garbage truck driving by instead!

In Japan, bakeries usually open around 9am or sometimes even later. This is probably because Japanese people
traditionally do not eat bread for breakfast. However, in America (and Europe too), bakeries often open around 4am
because people come early to buy bread for breakfast (and lunch and dinner too). Moreover, we love the taste of
baked goods still warm and fresh from the oven, so before sunrise is often the best time to enjoy a bakery.

In Japan, restaurant service only comes when you call them. However, in America, the service staff continuously
comes to your table to pour you more water, ask if you need anything, offer you more drinks, and try and entice you
to buy more food from the menu. Before | came to Japan, | was accustomed to this style and wasn't bothered by it.
But two summers ago when | visited the States, | found it downright obnoxious. Plus, | was expected to tip!

Truly, the best thing about experiencing a foreign culture, or even just living in a new place, is the perspective it
gives you to see things anew. You're suddenly able to see not only negative things which you wish to improve, but
you also realize there are many, many wonderful things that you had taken for granted.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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