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Aloha Nakatombetsu! “Mele Kalikimaka” is how we say Merry Christmas in
Hawaii. At the end of November, soon after celebrating Thanksgiving, we
start decorating our homes with Christmas decorations and |ights to welcome
the merry holiday season. Unlike in Japan, Christmas is the busiest holiday
in America. We make a list of family and friends of who we shall give
presents to, as well as sending Christmas cards to |loved ones, near and far.
[ would compare the American Christmas customs to the Japanese New Year’ s
custom of sending gifts and postcards

In Hawaii, there are many events celebrating Christmas. For example, local
middle schools and high schools put on band concerts in shopping malls,
performing soothing instrumentals and wel |-known Christmas music. When I was
in middle and high school, I belonged to concert, symphonic and jazz bands
and performed at many concerts. In high school, I also played in the
marching band and marched in the Honolulu City Lights Christmas Parades in
Oahu. Enjoying listening to band concerts is one way to celebrate the joyous
holiday season in Hawaii. How do you celebrate the most wonderful time of
the year? See you again, next year! Mele Kalikimaka me ka Hauoli Makahiki
Hou! (Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!)
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