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April Article

Aloha, everyone! It has been seven months since coming to Nakatombetsu and I have experienced

many things in Hokkaido, especially my first winter in the coldest part of Japan. Everyone had told
me this winter was warmer than usual. I think it’ s because I brought the warmth and the Aloha
spirit from Hawaii. This February, I went to the Snow Festival in Sapporo and met with other Hawaii
ALT friends teaching in Kyushu and Okinawa. I also learned how to ski. At first, I was so scared to
ski down the slopes of Kotobuki, that it took me about an hour and a half to reach the bottom.

After a few trials, I was able to ski down in less than 25 minutes. I had a great first winter experience
in Hokkaido. Spring in Nakatombetsu is nearing and soon the start of the new school year will begin.
The snow has been melting, but still lingers and the weather has been getting warmer. In Japan,
April is the start of the new school year — a new beginning, a fresh start. In Hawaii and America, the
school year is about to end. The school year begins in August or September and ends in May or June.
Students have a long summer vacation. They take family vacations, go to summer school, or go to
summer camp. Soon, I will be starting a new school year and I am looking forward to my new English

classes. I am ready to take on new challenges for the coming year! I’ m ready to do my best!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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