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Aloha, Nakatombetsu! Golden Week is the most anticipated Holiday for Japanese people;

I’ m sure, as everyone plans trips to Hawaii for a week long vacation. During Golden Week,
Hawaii also has events in correlation the Japanese holidays.

Did you know that Hawaii also celebrates Kodomo No Hi? In Hawaii, Kodomo No Hi is
Boy’ s Day. Families with sons hang flying carp in front of their homes to celebrate the
special day. When I was in elementary school, boys were able to eat lunch in the classroom.
Unlike Japan, students in Hawaii and the US, eat in the cafeteria, and not in the classroom. It
was a special occasion and a privilege to eat in the classroom. (Don’ t worry; girls have the
same privilege on Girl’ s Day, as well!) The teacher also gave out Mochi Crunch for us to eat
during recess. It was one of the best days of the school year!

Every year, May first is May Day, and in Hawaii, it’ s called Lei day. On this day, people
celebrate by giving gifts of leis to one another. The lei represents aloha which has many
meanings. For example, it can mean farewell, greeting, love, happiness, and appreciation.
Schools also have performances to showcase hula. If you happen to stop by Mitsugu for a

drink while I am there, feel free to ask me to dance hula for you!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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