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Aloha Nakatombetsu! Golden Week came and went in a blink of an eye. As most Japanese people
would head to Hawaii, I went somewhere where the atmosphere is close to home, without
spending one month’ s worth of salary; somewhere where the weather is nice and the beaches
are beautiful. Where is that, you ask? Aloha Gozaimasul Menso-re! For Golden Week, I went to
Okinawa with a friend from Tokyo. We visited the Churaumi Aquarium and made Shisa in Nago
city, hiked to the top of Ishikawa-dake in Uruma city, and roamed Kokusai Dori in Naha. We also
enjoyed delicious Ryukuan cuisine, such as Okinawan Soba and, my favorite — Ashitibichi (Pig
Feet Soup)! Okinawa’ s Awa Mori is so refreshing! If only I had the chance to try Snake Wine--*
Maybe the next time I go to Okinawa, that will be one of my top priorities.

When telling my friends that I was going to go to Okinawa for Golden Week, many were
appalled and questioned why. “You’ re from Hawaii*-* Okinawa is quite the same, isn’ t it?”

It’ s true about having nice summer weather, beautiful blue beaches, among a lush green
paradise. However, as for me, I wanted to visit Okinawa for its unique culture. Even though I
may only be one-eighth Uchinanchu, I wanted to experience the land of which my
great-grandfather came. Although I never met my great-grandfather, stories from the past are
my only memories I have of my Uchinanchu heritage. Thus, I decided to fully immerse myself in
my cultural background. It was a great learning experience, and a wonderful vacation. I hope my
next trip back to Okinawa will be very soon! Ato kara ya! Until next time!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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