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Aloha Nakatombetsu! One thing I like most about Japan is the preservation of traditional culture
and arts. Recently, I revisited Akita International University to see the Tohoku Six-Soul Festival. I
also went to the Yosakoi Soran Festival in Sapporo. I find that watching local Japanese people
showcase their culture and talents is one of the best ways to study a foreign culture. Not only is it
a break from the traditional textbook-style learning, but it is also fun and enjoyablel

Can you name Tohoku region’ s prefectural festivals? Three of them are quite famous, celebrated
in Aomori, Akita, and Miyagi. The first is Aomori’ s Nebuta Festival. Second, is Akita’ s Kanto
Festival. Lastly, the Tanabata Festival in Sendai city, Miyagi. Then there are Iwate — Sansa Dance
Festival, Yamagata — Hanagasa Festival, and Fukushima — Waraji Festival. The Tohoku Six-Soul
Festival is a festival where all six prefectures in Tohoku come together in one, and showcase their
individual celebrations all in one venue. This year the festivities took place in Akita. What a deal,
isn’ t it?] The main event is the grand parade, where each festival dance, cheer, and perform for an
enthusiastic audience. There are no words to express the feelings I had at the Tohoku Six-Soul
Festival. It’ s one of those experiences where you have to be there to feel the excitement!

At Akita International University, I joined the YA-TOSE Team. (Yosakoi is referred to as YA-TOSE
in Akita dialect.) I enjoyed dancing and performing. A few weeks after my trip to Akita, I ventured
down to Sapporo to cheer on some of my friends in the Yosakoi Soran Festival. I watched the teams
from all over Hokkaido and Japan compete for the best performance, and I also got to dance,
myself.

Attending both festivals brought back many memories from my study abroad experience at Akita
International University. Living in Northern Japan, I am fortunate to be able to experience a lot of
local culture not many tourists and foreigners are able to see, as it is not widely known to them. I
will take all these experiences I have in Japan as a way to educate others about the real Japan,
aside from the world of geisha, samurai, and anime. I have yet much more to learn! Anyways, until
next time!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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