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Aloha Nakatombetsu! Boy, does time fly so quickly! August 6th made my stay here in
Nakatombetsu a full vear. It has been a great first year living in the coldest town in
Hokkaido. Even during the summer months, there were just a few days of nice, warm
weather. However, I can’ t complain. I’ d rather be cool than suffering in the summer
heat elsewhere. During this time of the year in Hawaii, it is summer vacation. In the
summer, there are many things to do in my hometown of Maui, and one of those things
include Maui’ s Bon Dances. The ending of June marks the beginning of the Hawaii Bon
Dance season, which lasts until the beginning of September. Every weekend, each Buddhist
temple on Maui celebrates Obon with a Bon Dance Festival. It’ s like a summer festival.
People of all ages and backgrounds come together to celebrate the lives of our ancestors.
We wear yukatas and happi coats and dance around the yagura to the rhythm of the taiko
drums. We also eat Hawaii local foods from century-old family recipes like Chow Fun,
Miyako’ s Cone Sushi, Nishime, as well as desserts such as Chi Chi Dango, and Andagi.
When I was a child, my grandmother was a part of a Japanese Minyo Dance Club on Maui,
called Nakayama Minyo Kai. Every summer, she would take my sister and me to the bon
dance. We danced alongside her and followed her motions. The first bon dance I learned
was Tanko Bushi. The first dance many people in Hawaii learn is Tanko Bushi. The
movements are very simple — dig with a shovel, throw the dirt over your shoulder, wipe
your sweat from your face, and push the coal-filled cart. Even you can dance it the first
time you learn it.

There are many bon dances I have learned over the years. After attending many summer
festivals this year, I want to go back home and go to the bon dances. It’ s my favorite
summer pastime. Until next time!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu PFEELY

and we would like to live there for long. 71618~ 7 831 BB
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