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Aloha Nakatombetsu!

In Hawaii, we celebrate the New Year on January 1, just like here in
Japan. But, did you know we also celebrate the Lunar New Year? The
Chinese New Year is held in mid-January to mid-February. This year, the
Chinese New Year was held on January 28. On the day of Chinese New Year,
people of all ethnicities gather at shopping malls and supermarkets for a
Chinese cultural festival, which includes kung fu performances, local
Chinese food exhibits, and so on, and most importantly the Chinese Lion
dance.

As a child, I enjoyed going to the Chinese New Year events with my mother
and sister. We ate Chinese food such as crispy Won Ton, char siu pork,
Chinese noodles, as well as Chinese New Year mochi, called Gau. My
favorite part of the Chinese New Year festivals were the Chinese Lion
Dance. Members of local Kung fu clubs in the community dress up in a
colorful outfit to match the costume they use to transform into numerous
colorful and powerful, mythical lions. The lions start to dance around
exploding red firecrackers hung from long poles and perform acrobatic
moves to the beat of a large Chinese drum. They dance through the
audience and feed on good luck money offerings. They money is placed in
red envelopes called “lai see.” The lions then visit the stores in the mal
to bless the business for a good and prosperous year.

Chinese New Year is one of my favorite cultural events in Hawaii (next to
summer obon festivals)!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu e
and we would like to live there for long. PRy
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