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Aloha Nakatombetsu!

When 1 was an elementary school student on Maui, students also studied
different languages. We learned Hawaiian language in school. Once a week
the Hawaiian language teacher came to our class and taught us words,
phrases, and songs. We also played fun games and learned to dance hula.
Let's learn a bit of Hawaiian language!

Do you know how many letters are in the Hawaiian alphabet? There are 13
letters — a, e, i, o, u, h, k I, m n, p w and’  (okina). That is half
of the English alphabet! The alphabet is pronounced similar to Japanese. A,
E, I, 0, U Then, He, Ke, La, Mu, Nu, Pi, We, ' (okina.) (Easier than
English, right?)

Now that you know the alphabet, let’ s learn some words. First, ALOHA. It
has many translations, all depending on the context it is used. Some
meanings of Aloha are “Hello”, love, welcome, as well as “Good Bye” or “Good
night.”

Aloha is often used as a greeting. For example, Good Morning, which is
Aloha Kakahiaka. Good afternoon, is Aloha Awakea. Lastly, Good Evening is
Aloha Ahiahi. If you ever see me around town, feel free to greet me in
Hawaiian!

Until next time, ALOHA!
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