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This artcle written by Ms Jillian
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In college I studied abroad in Japan for four months. 1 learned a lot, but since
coming to Hokkaido, I have l|earned and experienced so much more! Here are 5 things
I” ve learned about since living in Japan:

1. Indoor and Outdoor Shoes #t& E#t

It surprised me when 1 had to remove my shoes at work! I knew about removing shoes
when entering a home, but I didn’ t know that also happened at work. In America
people do not remove their shoes in public spaces, or even in their own homes!

2.School Lunch ZE#HDIHEE

Lunches are very different between Japan and America. In America, students ate in
the cafeteria with the whole school, while teachers ate in the Iounge or their
classrooms. Students even serve the food here!

3.Festivals &Y

Before moving to Hokkaido, I only knew about the Sapporo Snow Festival. There are a
variety of festivals and events in all seasons, and many ALTs agree that this is the
most fun way to enjoy the local culture and communlty

4 Delivery Services =E&2
The first time I got a missed delivery slip, I didn’ t even know what it was! In
America, packages are just left at your front door.

5.Combinis aYE=

This seems to be many ALT' s and tourists favorite things about Japan! I was amazed
at the amount of goods and the range of services provided by the convenience stores
such as paying bills, ATMs, delivery services, printers/copier machines, and even
buying tickets to various events! There is no place like this in Amer ica.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu BEELY
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