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This article written by Ms. Maggie

SHOBSE Y+ %4

Hello Nakaton!

Every year around this time, hanami begins. Last year, I was able to see some beautiful
cherry blossoms in Tokyo, but this year, I'll see cherry blossoms in Nakaton. Hanami is such
a big part of Japanese culture, but most parts of America don’t have anything like it.

However, in Iowa, we have something similar. Every May, a small town called Pella hosts a
festival called Pella Tulip Time. Pella is known for being a replica of a small Dutch Town, so
people can experience lots of Dutch culture there all year round. During Tulip Time,
especially, thousands of tulips bloom, and people travel from all over Iowa to see them.
There are fields and parks filled with many different kinds of tulips, and people can buy tulip
bulbs while walking around town.

There is also a parade to celebrate, where people often dress up in traditional Dutch
clothing. Many shops sell traditional Dutch snacks, like Dutch Letters, which are buttery
pastries shaped like an ’S’.

Going to Tulip Time was one of my favorite things to do when I was a kid, so I'm glad that
Japan has a similar festival!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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