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This article written by Mr. Darin

SHOWBIEYY 2%

Aloha Nakatombetsu,

In Japan, turning twenty years old is one important event in one’s life. It’s the first step in
taking responsibilities as an adult. This year, due to COVID-19, the Coming-of-Age
Ceremony was postponed from January to the beginning of Golden Week in May.

Experiencing a Coming-of-Age Ceremony when I first came to Nakatombetsu, I didn't
understand the custom of “becoming an adult.” As in Hawaii, there is no decided age where
one suddenly becomes an adult. An American can get a driver’s license at the age of sixteen.
An eighteen-year-old in high school can vote in an election. They are also of legal age to
purchase tobacco products. However, Americans are not able to purchase and drink alcohol
until the age of twenty-one. As you can see, as one grows older, the privileges of adulthood
come one at a time.

For the past four years, I have performed in live concerts with different music groups at
the Coming-of-Age ceremony after-party for celebrating the newly turned adults.
Unfortunately, the ceremony was cut short and the after-party concert and celebration was
cancelled. Instead, the band I play saxophone in made a video compilation concert to wish
this year’s twenty-year-olds a happy coming of age. Congratulations to you all for becoming
adults and good luck, whether you are climbing up the ranks in the work field or furthering
your education in college.

I have included a QR-code for the video concert, so please feel free to use your
smartphone or tablet to scan the code and listen to the band play some familiar songs.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu ——
and we would like to live there for long. Frale
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