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This article written by Ms. Maggie

SFHOBIE Y%

\

e

‘

”

Hello Nakaton!

This month at the middle school, third years are learning about Gandhi in English
class. How much do you know about Gandhi?

Gandhi was born in 1869 in India, but he moved to South Africa in 1893 where he
worked as a lawyer. At that time, South Africa, India, and many other countries were
under British rule. So, there was a lot of discrimination. People of color were not
allowed to sit next to white people on trains or busses and Indians were not allowed
to walk on sidewalks or go out at night. In 1906, the British made a law that required
Indian and Chinese people to register themselves and carry IDs at all times. Gandhi
led a protest, and in 1914, the law was removed.

Gandhi believed that people should protest by breaking the law, but never by using violence, even if
you are arrested. His 1914 protest showed that non-violent protests could be effective.

When he returned to India in 1915, he faced even more discrimination. The British put a heavy tax
on salt, even though most Indian people were very poor. In 1930, Gandhi led another peaceful protest
called the Salt March. He walked almost 400km to the sea and made salt himself. He started with 78
followers, and ended with thousands.

Gandhi and his non-violent protests inspired many other leaders around the world, including Martin
Luther King Jr. in America and Nelson Mandela in South Africa. Today, Gandhi's birthday is a national
holiday in India as well as the International Day of Non-violence.

Did you know all this about Gandhi? What do you think about peaceful protest? Do you think there
are problems that can’t be solved with non-violence?

This is what 3rd years are reading now in English class! What do you think? It’s a little hard, but
they’'re doing their best!
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