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This article written by Ms. Maggie
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Hi Nakaton!

After a long break, we're back to school! This week, in 2nd year English, we talked about
winter break in America. We started by talking about how the school year is different in
Japan and America. Usually, in America, we have about a week of classes after the winter
break before the new term starts. In that week, we take final tests and do final projects, like
speeches, essays, and other large assignments. In middle school, American students choose
their classes, so when the new term starts, students’ schedules change as well.

We also compared holiday traditions. In America, Christmas is usually spent with family.
We often go caroling, open presents on Christmas morning, and many families go to church.
For New Year's, we have parties with friends to count down to the New Year.

There are other holidays in the winter as well. Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah, and
some African-Americans celebrate Kwanzaa instead of
Christmas. Each of these holidays have their own traditions.

After we talked about holidays, we played White Elephant.
White Elephant is a popular game for exchanging Christmas
presents between friends. Each person brings a present and
each person steals a present from someone else, or chooses
to open a new present. Usually, the presents people bring are
cheap gag gifts or presents people don’t want, but in class,
we used expensive gifts, like laptops and game consoles. We
had lots of fun picking and stealing presents!
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu FPEEELY

and we would like to live there for long. 12610 B~ 1 B 31 B4
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