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This article written by Mr. Darin

SRAOBIEASY %A%

Aloha Nakatombetsu!

In 3rd grade at the elementary school, my students are learning about colors. We
recently learned about rainbows in different countries. How many colors are there in the
Japanese rainbow? What colors are they? In the American rainbow, there are seven colors
- red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. Students in America remember the
order of the colors of the rainbow with an acronym, Roy G. Biv, or the name of the
rainbow man.

My students first learn colors in English at the Kodomoen. Every year, when we get to
this unit on colors, they also learn to the names of colors in Hawaiian. We sing a song
accompanied by the ukulele, with hand motions for every colors.

Ula ula is the color of lava from the volcano. Mele mele is the color of the rising sun.
Poni is the color of grapes. Polu is the color of the ocean. Ele ele is the color of night.
Akala is the color of the Lokelani Rose and Alani is the color of the Ilima flower. Keo keo
is the color of rolling clouds. Ahinahina is the color of an elephant’ s trunk. Omaomao is
the color of the coconut tree. Lastly, Makue is the color of the land.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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