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This article written by Ms. Maggie

SFHOBSEY %A

Hello Nakaton!

It is starting to get hot, but thankfully summer vacation is right around the corner!

In third grade, we are learning about endangered animals, like toki, so I thought I would
take some time to tell you about another endangered animal that lives in Japan, the
Iriomote cat.

The Iriomote cat has been on the IUCN Red List since 2008. They only live on Iriomote,
an island in Okinawa Prefecture. In 2007, it was said that there were only about 100 cats
left. There are a lot of reasons why Iriomote cats are endangered. Some are human
development, attacks by pet dogs, and traffic accidents. It is very hard for them to
survive because they live in such a small area and the nature they live in is being slowly
developed.

Iriomote island has tried to take action to help the
cats survive, such as adding tunnels below roads so the
cats can cross safely and adding strips of the road that
make loud noises to try to keep the cats away from the
road. Taketomi town also chose a Iriomote cat as their
mascot to raise awareness.

Many animals are added to the IUCN Red List every
year, so let’s do our best to protect animals on the list
and the environments they live in.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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