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Aloha, Nakatombetsu!

In Hawaii, many colleges and universities have their graduations in May. High schools
have their graduations in May and June. Taking part in a graduation in Hawaii is a
unique and emotional opportunity. It's a huge event with many people - family
members and friends all come out to support the graduates. We don’t have graduation
ceremonies for elementary school or junior high school. The graduates wear a cap and
gown and celebrate while receiving a diploma. At the end of graduation, graduates are
given lei, made of flowers, ribbons, yarns, and even candy. When I graduated from high
school, I remember getting more than 50 lei!

June is the beginning of summer vacation for many students. Summer break lasts for
about a month and school resumes in July or August. Some universities start back in

session in September! Summer vacation is quite long in Hawaii and America.
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