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Hello Nakatombetsu!

There are many geographical differences between my hometown in Montana and
here in Hokkaido. Some of these differences have been an adjustment for me, but some
of them I have been able to enjoy. There are also many similarities between Montana
and Hokkaido. These similarities have given me a sense of familiarity and a reminder of
home.

The climate in Montana is very dry. Hokkaido is very humid. It has taken some time,
but I have adjusted to the humidity. One thing that has helped me adjust is the weather.
The weather Montana is very similar to Hokkaido. Cold, snowy winters, and hot (but not
too hot) summers. It is in the 20s here (and in Montana), but my friends in Osaka say
that it is already in the 30s there, which is too hot for me. So as the days get warmer, I
am very happy to live in Hokkaido where the weather is cooler.

Montana is a landlocked state. Growing up, it would take over eight hours to get to
the ocean. Here in Hokkaido, we're surrounded by water. From Nakatombetsu, I can get
to the ocean in about 30 minutes. Though it is far from the ocean, Montana is famous
for its beautiful mountains. Thankfully, Hokkaido is as well. I can enjoy the new ocean

e views, but I can also continue to enjoy the mountains that remind me of home.
\ Though there are some differences between Hokkaido and Montana that I have had
‘\ to adjust to, there are also differences that I've been able to enjoy, and many similarities
that have helped remind me of home.
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