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Aloha, Nakatombetsu!

The junior high school students have been preparing for their language research and
homestay for the past couple of months. They learned about the Japanese immigration
to Hawaii in the late 1800s. Here is a summary of the things they have learned. In the
late 1800s and early 1900s, many Japanese people left their homes in Japan and sailed
across the Pacific Ocean to work in Hawaii. Why? They were looking for better
opportunities and were hired as contract laborers to work on sugarcane plantations.

Hawaii was growing lots of sugarcane, and plantation owners needed many workers
to help plant, harvest, and process the crops. Japan was facing economic problems, so
many people were willing to move far away for a chance to earn money and build a
better life. Even though the work was hard, some laborers stayed in Hawaii after their
contracts ended. They started families, opened businesses, and built communities.
Today, Japanese culture is still a big part of life in Hawaii—from food and festivals to
language and traditions.

My great-grandparents had immigrated to Hawaii from all over Japan, including
Fukushima and Okinawa. I am glad to have been able to teach my students about the
history about the Japanese immigration to Hawaii.
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