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Hello Nakatombetsu!!!

Summer break is over, which means it is time for students to return to school. I hope
students were able to enjoy their time off and relax, and I hope they are refreshed and
ready to jump back into classes. I know I'm excited to continue practicing English with
the students. Here in Japan, the end of summer break marks the beginning of the
school year’s second term. In America, it means the beginning of a brand-new school
year.

In Japan, the school year begins in April and ends in March. This schedule matches
Japan'’s fiscal year, along with the start of the spring season. Like the blooming of the
cherry blossoms, the start of a new school year represents new beginnings and new
opportunities.

In America, the school year begins in late August or early September and ends in late
May or early June. This schedule was developed to fit around farming needs. Many
children spend the summer helping their parents on the family farm. Growing up, I
spent many summers helping my parents harvest hay and other crops.

\‘ Though Japan and America’s academic calendars differ, both schedules value the
\\ need for an extended summer break, giving students time to rest and recharge.
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