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Aloha, Nakatombetsu!

Obon season in Hawai'i begins as early as June, and across the islands it transforms warm
summer nights into a swirl of taiko drums, lanterns, food booths, and joyful dancing.
Though rooted in Buddhist tradition, Obon in Hawai'i has evolved into a uniquely local
celebration—one that blends Japanese heritage with island values of community,
remembrance, and aloha. In Japan, Obon is typically held in mid-August, but in Hawai'i the
season stretches from June through August.

Bon dance is the heartbeat of Obon. The dances are simple and repetitive. Anyone can
join, regardless of age or experience. In Hawai'i, you'll see traditional Japanese dances like
Tanko Bushi (Coal Miner’'s Dance), as well as local favorites such as Fukushima Ondo. People
come dressed in yukata, happi coats, or everyday clothes. The atmosphere is festive, warm,
and welcoming.

Obon in Hawai'i isn’t a copy of Japan'’s festival—it’s a cultural hybrid shaped by
plantation history and generations of local families. You'll see Japanese, Hawaiian, Filipino,
Chinese, Portuguese, and many other communities dancing together. There are also lots of
local food booths that sell plate lunches, shave ice, andagi, saimin, spam musubi, and butter
mochi - just to name a few.

Growing up in Hawaii, I couldn’t wait for summer because my friends and I would go to
every bon dance held every weekend. Obon in Hawaii is one of my favorite pastimes.
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