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This article written by Mr. Darin

SHOBSEYY 2 5%E

Aloha Nakatombetsu!

The foreign language studies curriculum at the elementary school level has come a long way
and changed drastically over the past 7 years that I have been in Nakatombetsu. For fifth and
sixth graders, English is now a required subject of study which starts with basic English patterns
for self-introductions and simple conversations - all what used to be taught as grammar at the
junior high school level.

In September, my fifth-grade class had a unit on introducing citizens and members of their
town. I made a lesson for them to interview local businesses, including Nakano Shoten,
Yamafuku Coffee, and Satoimo To Hachimitsu. The unit focused on the “Can you~?" / “Yes, I can.
/ No, I can’t.” grammar with questions such as “Can you play the guitar well?” Students created
their own questions based on the unit, as well as brainstormed questions relating to each
business.

On September 16, one group of students visited Nakano Shoten, one group did an online
interview with Yamafuku Coffee, and my group of 6 students went to Satoimo To Hachimitsu for
their interviews. The bubbliness and friendliness the Nakano’s at Satoimo To Hachimitsu created
a fun and natural atmosphere for this special lesson.

Using the information gathered from the interviews, the students will prepare short speeches,
introducing the people of each respective business. Since the change in the foreign language
curriculum, I have made this lesson one of the main focuses to promote “JIMOTO-AL" for
students to grow a passion and love for their hometown and to learn more about the people who
live in Nakatombetsu.
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It is good that we have lived in Nakatombetsu
and we would like to live there for long.
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