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This article written by Mr. Darin

-

SHOHIESY Y 2 %kA

Aloha Nakatombetsu!

For English cram school classes, students focus on the three fundamental areas for
language-learning. They are reading, writing, and speaking. From 3rd grade in elementary
school, students are introduced to the English alphabet. They learn to identify
uppercase-letters. In the 4th grade, lowercase-letters are introduced. One main problem in
the Japan's English language education is that when learning the alphabet, students only
learn the names of the letters and not each pronunciation. For example, when you read the
word "English,” you don't read each letter as "E-N-G-L-I-S-H,"” do you? Each letter has a
pronunciation to make the sounds of the word. The sounds and pronunciation each letter
makes is called phonics. Lack of knowing the letter sounds, reading vocabulary and sentences
will become a big struggle when simple grammar is introduced in the 5th and 6th grade
textbooks.

Phonics and spelling go hand in hand with each other. Students also focus on how to spell
vocabulary words that have come up in their textbooks in English class. We have covered the
spellings of fruits, vegetables, the months of the year, the days of the week, just to name a
few. By repetition of spelling out vocabulary words, students will be able to recognize and
identify words outside of classroom study, helping them in the real world. At cram school,

I am promoting these studies to make them more fulfilling and understandable.
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